
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

To the Chair of the PBAC 
 
Lung Foundation Australia response to Draft Terms of Reference for 
BPS Post-Market Review on pulmonary Arterial Hypertension (PAH) 
medicines 
 
Lung Foundation Australia (LFA) is a national not-for-profit organisation whose 
vision is to make lung health a priority for all in Australia.  To achieve this, we 
promote lung health in the community; raise awareness of lung disease and 
symptoms of lung disease to facilitate early diagnosis; support those with lung 
disease and their carers; advocate for equitable access to evidence-based 
treatment for those with lung disease; and support research. 
 
The Lung Foundation has a new and developing program for those with Pulmonary 
Arterial Hypertension.  The objectives of this program: 
 
- Raise awareness of symptoms of PAH in the community to facilitate earlier 

diagnosis.   Symptoms of PAH are similar to other lung diseases and, as a result, 

confirming a diagnosis of PAH can be delayed, thus delaying access to medication. 

- Provide access to evidence-based and credible advice to those with PAH and their 

carers to support patients to understand their disease and take an active role in 

managing it 

- Promote equitable access to evidence-based treatment of PAH 

LFA welcomes the PBS post-market review of PAH medications.  While a rare 
condition, its impact on those with the disease is significant.  As PAH progresses, the 
symptoms become more noticeable and debilitating.  Breathlessness and fatigue 
become more a part of daily life, so that even simple tasks, such as getting dressed 
and walking short distances, become increasingly difficult.  Fluids can build up in the 
legs and chest pain may also be experienced.  As the disease worsens, patients 
become increasingly isolated.   
 
The Lung Foundation works in collaboration with the Pulmonary Hypertension 
Society of Australia and New Zealand and would like to lend its support to the 
submission lodged by PHSANZ commenting on the proposed Terms of Reference. 
 
In particular, the Lung Foundation as a patient body, advocates that priority 
consideration is placed on improving patient outcomes and supporting a funding 
regime that reflects the international guidelines for PAH, including early access to 

  






